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Documentary Images and Devotional Acts: 
Plantation Painting as Propaganda 

 
By John Michael Vlach 

 
 
 This article by John Michael Vlach, Professor of American Studies and 
Anthropology and Director of the Folklife Program at George Washington 
University, is a chapter excerpt from Grass Roots: African Origins of an 
American Art, edited by Dale Rosengarten, Theodore Rosengarten, and Enid 
Schildkrout, published by the Museum for African Art, New York (2008), pp. 
204-215, and is reproduced here with the kind permission of the author, editors, 
and publisher (a scanned copy of this article follows this cover page). 
 
 Please see the “New Books” section of this Newsletter issue for additional 
information about this excellent new volume, which was published in conjunction 
with an exhibition of the same title organized by the Museum for African Art, 
New York. 
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